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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent hi the United States. 

Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Svetliza et al US 
5,966,196, herein referred to as Svetliza '196. 

Regarding claim 5, Svetliza '196 discloses an illumination unit (Figures 1-2, 3A-B, 
illumination units 208/300) for fundus cameras and/or ophthalmoscopes (Abstract and Column 3, 
line 14-Column 4, line 45, wherein the device images the eye, Figures 1-2) comprising: an 
illumination source for emitting light (Column 4, line 48-Column 5, line 12, light source 304, 
Figures 3A-B); a front lens (lens 220 of imaging module 204, Figures 1-2) and individual light- 
conduction fibers or bundles of light-conduction fibers which extend into the area of the front 
lens (fibers 308) the fibers and the front lens being positioned such that they do not contact the 
eye being examined (Shown in Figures 1-2, Column 3, lines 30-35, wherein the imaging module 
204 and illumination unit 208 are brought into close proximity to the eye without touching the 
eye), wherein the light emitted by the illumination source is coupled into the fibers (at fiber ends 
306) and wherein ends of the fibers (308) are formed in such a way that, without the use of a 
scleral contact lens (Figures 1-2, 3A-B, wherein no scleral contact lens is used), the exiting light 
is projected on the sclera of an eye to be examined and transilluminates the sclera (Column 3, 
lines 30-35, Shown in Figures 1-2, 3A-B). 
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Regarding claim 6, Svetliza '196 further discloses that at least one light-conducting fiber 
or bundle of light-conducting fibers is provided and arranged in such a way that the light of the 
illumination source transilluminates the sclera in the nasal and temporal area (Shown in Figure 1- 
2, and 3A-B, wherein the fibers illuminate around the circumference of the cornea and thereby 
the nasal and temporal areas of the sclera). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Svetliza '196, as 
applied to independent claim 5 above, and further in view of King US 4,575,208, herein referred 
to as King '208. 

Regarding claim 7, Svetliza '196 disclose an illumination unit as shown above wherein 
the illumination source provides continuous illumination of the sclera for purpose of observation 
(Column 4, line 48-Column 5, line 12, wherein the illumination source 208/300 provides 
continuous illumination to eye, Figures 1-2, 3A-B) wherein the light of the continuous 
illumination source is imaged onto the sclera by an optical means (Shown in Figures 1-2, 
wherein the illumination source 208/300 provides illumination via lens 204) but does not 
specifically disclose that the illumination unit comprises an additional pulsed light source 
provided for electronic and/or photographic documentation in addition to the illumination source, 
which provides continuous illumination of the sclera for purposes of observation, wherein the 
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light of the continuous illumination source is imaged in the focal plane of the pulsed light source 
by an optical means. King '208 teaches of an illumination unit for fundus cameras and/or 
ophthalmoscopes (Column 1, lines 5-10, wherein a fundus camera is used to photography the 
sclera of a patient's eye) comprising: an illumination source for emitting light (Column 3, lines 
25-32, wherein the illumination source is "12", Figures 1-3); a front lens (lens "2", Figure 2); 
and a light-conducting fiber (Column 3, lines 33-66, wherein the source "12" is coupled into 
tube "20", Figures 1-5) which extends into the area of the front lens of the fundus camera 
(Column 3, lines 12-66, Figures 1-5); wherein the light emitted by the illumination source is 
coupled into the fibers and wherein ends of the fiber are formed in such a way that the exiting 
light is projected on the sclera of the eye to be examined and transilluminates the sclera (Column 
2, lines 28-45) and further teaches that the illumination unit comprises an additional pulsed light 
source provided for electronic and/or photographic documentation (Column 3, line 33-Column 4, 
line 7, wherein the additional pulsed light source is strobe light "16" which provides a pulsed 
light for photography purposes, Figures 5-8) in addition to the illumination source which 
provides continuous illumination of the sclera for purposes of observation (Column 3, lines 25- 
33, wherein the light "12" provides continuous illumination of the sclera for focusing, Figures 5- 
8), wherein the light of the continuous illumination source is imaged in the focal plane of the 
pulsed light source by an optical means (Column 4, lines 39-66, wherein the strobe light 
"16"/"35" travels the same path as the focusing light "12'7"35" via a fiber optic cylinder 
"4"/"37", Figures 5-8). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to combine the illumination unit of King '208 with that of 
Svetliza '196 for the purpose of providing focusing of the eye to be photographed/examined and 
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to avoid obliteration of a portion of eye due to reflections of light from the fiber optics (Column 
4, lines 39-66). 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Svetliza '196, as 
applied to independent claim 5 above, and further in view of Glynn et al US 5,297,554, herein 
referred to as Glynn '554. 

Regarding claim 8, Svetliza '196 disclose an illumination unit as shown above, but does 
not specifically disclose that the ends of the light-conducting fibers or light-conducting fiber 
bundle located in the area of the front lens can be moved separately or jointly independent from 
the position of the fundus camera and/or ophthalmoscope. In the same field of endeavor of 
illumination unit for fundus cameras and/or ophthalmoscopes (Abstract) Glynn et al '554 teaches 
of an illumination unit (8) wherein the ends of the light-conducting fibers or light-conducting 
fiber bundle located in the area of the front lens can be moved separately or jointly independent 
from the position of the fundus camera and/or ophthalmoscope (Column 9, lines 10-23, wherein 
the fibers of illumination system 8 are movable independent of the light sensing means, i.e. 
ophthalmoscope, Figures 8-9). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of independently movable 
light-conducting fibers of Glynn ' 554 with the illumination unit of Svetliza '196 for the purpose 
of providing optical focusing of the light beam on the eye (Column 9, lines 10-23). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 5-8 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JESSICA T. STULTZ whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2339. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Mack can be reached on 571-272-2333. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jessica T Stultz 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2873 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2873 



